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A New Look, A Better Life. 
The Lincoln County Humane Society has been in existence for over 133 years 
with our roots tied to William Hamilton Merritt’s relative, who attended that 
first meeting.

Our community shelter has thrived and cared for animals every step of the way 
and we continue to work towards improvements for the lives of the animals 
within our care.

Our dedicated team of 20 staff and over 100 volunteers selflessly care for 
the thousands of animals who find themselves in our shelter annually.  Tens 
of thousands of hours are given each year working with our society’s most 
vulnerable creatures and we thank everyone who makes their lives better.

The LCHS is celebrating its partnership with the Ontario SPCA through the Spay/
Neuter Clinic; with 7,618 surgeries performed since opening in December of 
2012 and 3,600 performed in 2014 alone. This is sure to reduce our community’s 
unwanted pets.

We are also embarking on a new project at the shelter. Over the next few months 
you will see our multipurpose room transformed into a new adoption cat room. 
This room will see twenty-four brand new, large cat cages. The larger cages will 
provide the necessary room for the cats to thrive in a shelter environment.  
Research shows that cats in the eleven square foot cages will do better from 
a health and behaviour perspective, which will lead to less time in the shelter, 
greater adoptability and a successful, life-saving adoption program. Please stay 
tuned for more details.

For a year now the LCHS has enjoyed tremendous adoption success. We do not 
euthanize for space. Our $25 cat adoption program has saved countless lives and 
been well received by the families who now share their home with a cat.  With 
first vaccines, spaying or neutering, de-worming, de-fleaing, microchipping and 
6 weeks of pet insurance provided for your new cat or kitten how can you not 
come to the only shelter in Niagara adopting cats for such a great price.

Of course with every adoption the LCHS supplements the cost. With the cost to 
prepare a cat for adoption at approximately $139, the shelter does need your 
support to enable us to continue this progressive, life-saving program. Please 
consider a gift to the animals – your donation will save lives.

Thank you, 
Kevin Strooband, 
Executive Director, Lincoln County Humane Society
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Litter of kittens raised in an LCHS office 
when the shelter ran out of space and 

foster homes.

             Follow us on Twitter
            @LincolnCountyhs

Our Facebook Page has hit 11,000 likes!
Thumbs up to all who helped us reach that milestone.

           /lincolncountyhumanesociety
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The SPCA In Court - Oliver’s Story
On October 14, 2010 Oliver was found laying in the cold and the 
rain behind the Canadian Tire on Welland Ave in St. Catharines.  
Oliver was emaciated and could barely stand up. I had to carry 
him to my truck and transport him to a local veterinarian.  
Oliver was found with a condition called bloat where the 
stomach rotates and cuts off circulation to vital organs causing 
extreme pain and distress. Oliver had been suffering in this 
state for the last twelve hours but had suffered neglect for 
several months leading up to  this grisly state.  Olivers state was 
so far deteriorated that the veterinarian recommended Oliver 
be put to sleep. 

Over the next few days the Lincoln County Humane Society 
received information that Oliver was owned by a family 
member that had moved out west, and that Oliver was living 
with a friend. The humane society focused their attention on 
Mr. Podwinski who was responsible for Oliver. Mr. Podwinski 
stated that Oliver had jumped out of a third floor window one 
week before he was found behind the Canadian Tire and he 
had not seen him since. 

Mr. Podwinski was charged by the Lincoln County Humane 
Society with causing an animal to be in distress and failing to 
comply with the standards of care under the Ontario SPCA Act. 

After a long court proceeding on September 11, 2014 John 
Podwinski was found guilty of these charges. As a result he 
was fined $1,000, ordered to pay the Humane Society $291 
restitution, banned from owning animals for life and sentenced 
to six months in jail. 

The humane society reminds people who are having difficulty 
caring for the animals to call us for advice and never let a 
animal suffer. 
 
Todd Menard, 
Inspector, Lincoln County Humane Society

Happy Tails 
Saggy Waggy Maggie
Retired couple Diane Zeleny and her husband lost their family 
Labrador Retriever Belinda to cancer last September.  She 
was their reason for living – or at least exercising.  “She kept 
my husband moving from dawn to dusk,” Diane says.  “It was 
always ‘throw the ball, throw the ball, throw the ball.’  I was 
on my doctor’s orders to keep walking, and that 90-pound all-
muscle girl needed those walks as much as I did.”

“Once she was gone, we just stopped moving.  When friends 
asked us, we said that we were done being doggy parents, and 
that was that.”

Months crept by and Diane and her husband became 
increasingly lonely.  I suppose it didn’t help her put dogs out of 
mind that she checked the LCHS FB site that showed dogs up 
for adoption.  “Still, we couldn’t make the leap.  There were too 
many reasons not to.”

On December 27th her husband asked her where she wanted 
to go for her birthday dinner.  “My reply was ‘the Pound’ and 
we both laughed,” she recalls.  “So we set a few ground rules, 
and off we went. There were lots of big dogs that we fancied, 
but the older we get the smaller the dog has to be.  I walked 
around to see the sibling dogs from Mexico, but the thought of 
two was daunting and we wouldn’t want to split them up.  So 
my husband took another lap around the cages and saw this 
aging, wagging, sweet, chubby, physically-sad girl and we asked 
to meet her.”  

Staff had named her Lolita.  “She had horrible fleas, teats that 
dragged on the ground, and a coat that was barely there.  In 
the parking lot we named her Maggie (Saggy Waggy Maggie) 
and laughed a lot.”

After 6 months Diane can only sing her praises.  “She has muscle 
tone now, a super shiny coat, and a constant smile on her face.  
She has doggy friends, and the girl is as fascinated today as she 
ever was watching rabbits or squirrels. She’s no longer afraid 
of the brush. She acts like a puppy when you stroke her back, 
bouncing around and wagging her tail.”

“We’re so grateful to LCHS.  They keep the animals there happy 
and healthy. And they’ve helped this couple of retirees stay 
happy and healthy too.”
 
Did You Know?  The LCHS shelter is protected by two sprinkler 
systems: a dry system in the attic (that works even in freezing 
temperatures) and a wet system on the main floor.

Elspeth Cameron

Do you have a “HAPPY TAIL” STORY with LCHS?
E-mail bboston@lchs.ca with details and a picture!

 Saggy Waggy Maggie
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Meet Joe Kushner
I was born and raised in South Porcupine, Ontario and furthered 
my education at McGill University and the University of 
Western Ontario where I graduated with a Ph.D. in economics. 
I came to Brock in 1969 from Royal Military College and am 
now a Full Professor of Economics. I also did some teaching at 
Western and Mount Allison University. Yvette and I have three 
children: Nicole, a veterinarian with three children, Jeffrey, a 
chartered accountant with two children, and Tanya, a teacher 
with two children. All our children are cat lovers with one who 
has two cats and a dog. Our other daughter has two cats and a 
rabbit, ‘Big Red’.  Our cat’s name is Ollie.
 
My love of animals began at an early age, when my parents 
gave me a puppy followed by three German Shepherds. In 
addition to the dogs, I was given a pair of bunnies. My passion 
for rabbits progressed to raising New Zealand and California 
rabbits and eventually Flemish Giants. The rabbits were given 
names (Ukrainian which I can’t remember) and eventually the 
numbers became too demanding in terms of gathering the 
appropriate clover to feed them. Since rabbits were popular as 
kids’ pets, I had no trouble selling them. The woodshed where 
they were housed was dismantled and became a cottage 
boathouse.

Ironically, when our oldest daughter Nicole, a veterinarian, 
worked in Singapore, she became exposed to rabbits which 
were a common household pet, a far cry from my rabbits which 
were outside pets.

When I was first elected to municipal office in 1976, Mayor 
Roy Adams asked me to be the council representative to the 
Humane Society to resolve an ugly legal mess between the 
Humane Society and the City. The problem was resolved and 
I’ve stayed on since.

Originally we were located on Martindale Road and over time 
the facility proved to be inadequate. Under the leadership of 
our President, Phil Coppel, we began fundraising and a search 
for a new site. I found the shelter’s present site at a bargain 

of $75,000, which is now worth over two million dollars, even 
after a large portion was severed and sold to Tim Horton’s. 
We visited other sites in Ontario and hired the firm of Richard 
Baker to design our new facility. Sadly, it burned to the ground 
on March 16, 1993 destroying some of the animals. Fundraising 
was required to rebuild and to meet new building standards.

Being on the Humane Society Board differs from the other 
Boards I have sat on. Pet lovers are very passionate and at 
times extremely demanding. For example, when the facility 
burned to the ground in 1993, we were criticized for not having 
someone at the shelter 24 hours a day. Then, when we held 
a memorial for the animals which were lost in the fire, we 
were criticized that the service was not sufficiently religious.  
The recent no-kill controversy was another difficult period 
where three of our very capable individuals resigned, which is 
understandable, especially when one received a death threat. 

I have enjoyed my years with the Humane Society and take 
great pride in our accomplishments and being recognised by 
the Ontario SPCA as one of their strongest affiliates in the 
province. We have great staff, an excellent board, and over one 
hundred dedicated volunteers. Working as a team, the animals 
are well served as are the residents of our community.

Joe Kushner, 
Board Member, Lincoln County Humane Society 

Councillor Joe Kushner,
a 38 year member of

our Board of Directors,
encourages you to support

the excellent work
by our staff and volunteers

at the Lincoln County
Humane Society

 Saggy Waggy Maggie
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Small Animal Coordinator 

Small Animals @ LCHS: Did you know that LCHS nearly always has small animals available for adoption and is in search of 
foster homes? If you’ve visited our adoption rooms or our partner Pet Valu stores (Vansickle and Lakeshore locations) I’m sure 
you’ve seen an adorable assortment of inquisitive bunny noses wiggling back at you, heard the guinea pigs “wooping” along with 
bubbly bird songs, or watched our smallest furry friends (like hammies, fancies, and degus) practice their gymnastics. If we had a 
cuteness-meter, it would probably explode. 

Lifelong Little Friends: What comes as a great surprise to many people is that bunnies are the third most commonly abandoned 
animal (next to cats and dogs). Most baby bunnies don’t even get to celebrate their first birthday before they find themselves 
dumped outside (a very sad fate indeed), seriously sick or injured (due to inappropriate feeding, housing or handling), or 
surrendered to a shelter. A small animal is a family-member and a life-long commitment: bunnies live 7-10 years, guinea pigs 5-7 
years, hamsters and fancy rats 2-3 years, and degus 6-8 years. 

In a Nutshell Handouts: Small animal have special care requirements. For folks who try to research appropriate care, there is a 
LOT of outdated and terribly misleading information out there. So, we had a very kind exotics veterinarian – Dr. Davis from Niagara 
Falls Animal Medical Centre – produce species-specific “Care in a Nutshell” handouts that provide cutting-edge and accurate info! 
These beautiful handouts cover all the key topics that need to be considered when adding a new little friend to your family.  

The Bunny Translator: We are also working on a new handout called “The Bunny Translator”. Bunnies are a lot like tiny, fluffy 
horses and communicate with body language (mainly their ears and posture), which is very different from dogs and cats. Since 
small animals are ‘prey animals’ they are easily startled. It’s great to know how to make your little friend feel cherished, and to 
recognize when he’s saying “I’m scared” or “I’m so glad to see you!! Please pet me for hours and whisper sweet things into my 
velvety ears!!”. 

We All Need Some-Bunny to Lean On: Have you heard a story that went something like: “that rabbit my neighbour had in a 
backyard hutch was such a grump!”. Mr. Bunny is not to blame. Bunnies are highly social animals and need to be housed indoors 
with their human family so they can truly thrive and not just survive. Bunnies need to be spayed or neutered so they can be 
marvelous, litter-trained house pets and most need a bunny-pal in order to feel safe and happy. Well, I’m happy to announce that 
bunny adoptions now include spay / neuter surgery and the adoption fee is only $25 (*insert the sound of fluffy paws clapping*)! 
This is thanks to a partnership between LCHS, Niagara Action for Animals and Niagara Falls Animal Medical Centre... a big thank 
you to everyone involved! 

Volunteers & Foster Homes Needed: The small animal section currently functions on just a handful of volunteers and we could 
sure use more!! We also need short-term foster homes to help our female bunnies to recover from their spay surgeries, and 
medium-term foster homes for bunnies that come into our care with other medical problems or who are just too frightened to 
stay in the busy shelter. For more info email: smallanimals@lchs.ca. 

We may not be big but we are small! 

Heather Davis, 
Small Animal Coordinator, , Lincoln County Humane Society

Our Small Animal Wish list

• Aspen shavings (giant bags from farm feed stores) **no cedar or pine shavings as they are toxic to the lungs of small mammals**
• Unscented recycled paper-style bedding (Boxo, Carefresh, CritterCare, Yesterdays News) 

• Timothy hay (at farm feed stores it is called “first-cut horse hay”)
• Martin Mills Timothy Adult Rabbit Food/Guinea Pig 

• SiSu brand 250mg chewable vitamic C tablets (guinea pigs need 1/6th tablet daily to avoid scurvy! yar!) 
• Oxbow brand papaya tablets (digestive enzyme that helps bunnies with hairballs / sensitive tummies) 

• “Neat Idea Cubes” (so we can build proper rabbit pens for our foster homes) 
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Looking for  
Some-Bunny  

to Love? 
 
 

Spayed / neutered bunnies are healthy, happy and hilarious 
pets that live 7 to 10 years. They are easy to litter-train and 

can spend care-free days cuddling with a bunny-pal! 
 

Lincoln County Humane Society, Niagara Action for Animals & Niagara Falls 
Animal Medical Centre are working together to have our bunnies spayed/neutered! 

...insert the sound of fluffy paws clapping... 
 
Bunnies ARE: eco-friendly vegans that are 
social, smart, funny, adorable, affectionate, 
thoughtful, tidy, and sensitive. They can be 
athletic or couch potatoes. Bunnies love long 
naps, ear rubs, cardboard box castles, and 
oodles of dried grass hay.  
 
Bunnies are NOT: starter pets for children or 
low maintenance. They need as much work 
and mental stimulation as a cat or dog, should 
see an exotics vet yearly, and need a special 
diet. Bunnies are easily startled and most don’t 
like to be carried around. 
 
Adoption Fee: $25 single or $50 pair 
 
 
Current adoptable bunnies are on the Lincoln County Humane Society Facebook page!  
For more info or to complete an adoption application email smallanimals@lchs.ca 
 

Alicia Riley Photography 

This holiday season 
consider a “gift to 

the animals” at  
LCHS for that hard  
to buy for person 

and send them  
the charitable  

tax receipt.
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Fundraising at LCHS
It was the “Cat’s Meow” on Saturday, April 5th, when we 
met to support the work of the Lincoln County Humane 
Society.  The 12th almost Annual Gala Dinner and Auction 
held at Rockway Vineyards raised $13,500 which has been 
used to help LCHS keep feline adoption fees at $25.  The 
lower adoption fee initiative has been instrumental in 
dramatically increasing the number of cat adoptions at our 
shelter.  

Two nice surprises during the evening helped us raise 
some additional funds.  The winner of our 50/50 draw, 
Dave Kennedy donated back his winnings of $245.  Denis 
MacCarthy donated the float from the evenings’ raffle 
draw, adding $225 to the proceeds.  

The Dog Walkers at LCHS raise funds through the “Tail 
Waggin Walk-a-thon” held each fall at Burgoyne Woods.  
This years’ event raised over $4,000.  Part of the proceeds 
from the event assist in maintaining the dog runs where a 
dedicated group of dog walkers volunteer their time to give 
our canine residents some much needed exercise and play. 

Congratulations go out to the winners of the 50/50 draw 
and raffle prizes at the “Tail Waggin Walk-a-thon”;  Mary 
Koudis, Tony Coscoletto, J Gomes, Krista Mills, Sara Willis, 
Robert McKay, Mary Hernder, Scott Dykoma, Rebecca 
Martin, Florence Grant, Bridget Johnson, & Simone Gomes.

Throughout 2014 there have been many other events held 
in Lincoln County, raising funds for the animals and their 
care at the Lincoln County Humane Society.  Our community 
is very generous with their sponsorship, bidding and 
participation in raffles and draws.  Fundraisers are made 
possible through the donation of many wonderful items 
and an extraordinary number of volunteer hours needed 
to co-ordinate and execute these events.

We at the Lincoln County Humane Society, the Board of 
Directors, management and staff thank each and every 
volunteer and supporter who have had any part, large or 
small, in making this past year a success.  The collective 
actions of the friends of our animal shelter help us to 
maintain our vision of protecting and caring for all creatures, 
great and small.  It just could not be done without you!

Please support our newsletter sponsors.  
Their advertisements pay for the costs of printing our newsletter.

Jim Bradley, MPP
St. Catharines

Constituency Office:
2 Secord Drive, Unit 2, St. Catharines, ON  L2N 1K8 

T: 905-935-0018 | E: jbradley.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org

“Make adoption your first option.”

 

(905) 525-7259

• Auto

www.danlawrie.com

• Home 

There is a better way
to buy insurance.

• Business 

This Team Knows.

Dan Lawrie, CLU CFSB 
C.E.O.Call us Today and Save
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The following is a list of the "most needed" items for our
animal shelter.  If you are planning on making a purchase
to donate, this is what we really need the most! Thank you.

- Cat Litter - Bird Toys & Cuddle Bones
- Dog Toys/Soccer Balls - Small Cat & Cat Nip Toys
- Grooming Scissors - Dog Collars - All Sizes

- 8 1/2 x 11 White Paper - 8.5 x 11 plastic page covers

- Canadian Tire Money - Pioneer Bonus Bucks

- Bleach - Dish Detergent

- Office Supply Stores - Home Depot
- Canadian Tire - Grocery Stores
- Pet Food Stores - Gas Stations

- Batteries, AAA, AA, C, D, or 9 Volts

Gift Certificates

Miscellaneous

***Canned Kitten/Cat Pate & Canned Dog Food***

Cleaning Supplies

Good Condition Thick Beach Towels for Cat Cages

- Indestructable Dog Toys for Aggressive Chewers

our rabbits and guinea pigs in the shelter.

- Martin Mills Adult Rabbit Food

Please see page 4 for a special wish list for

- Martin Mills Timothy Adult Guinea Pig Food

Our Wish list

Animal Supplies

Office Supplies

Redeemable Coupons

- Gastro Canned & Dry Food for Cats & Dogs
- Hypoallergenic Canned & Dry Food for Cats & Dogs

Hamster Food - Budgie Food - Cockatiel Pelleted Food 

Small Animals Wish List

Animal Food

- Gently Used Carriers and Crates 

We no longer collect Zehr’s receipts or HBC 
points as the programs have been cancelled.
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Ted Barnes
Branch Manager
ted.barnes@meridiancu.ca

tel 905.688.6563
fax 905.688.1015
telebanking 1.866.592.2226

Ridley Branch
111 Fourth Avenue
St. Catharines, Ontario
L2S 3P5

www.meridiancu.ca

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

____________________________

Name

Address

City Postal Code

Home Phone

Fax

Email

ALL FOR THE ANIMALS -  MONTHLY PLANNED GIVING PLAN
I would like to support the work of the Lincoln County Humane Society throughout the year by making regular monthly gifts.

Signature

Date

I understand that I may cancel this arrangement in writing at any time.

Thank you for your support, we appreciate your kind contribution.

160 Fourth Avenue, St. Catharines, ON L2R 6P9 C Tel: 905-682-0767 C www.lchs.ca

LINCOLN COUNTY
HUMANE SOCIETY

I hereby authorize the Lincoln County Humane
Society to electronically withdraw from my bank
account each month for the donation of:

$10       $20        $50      $________

Withdraw date:  1st        15th

I hereby authorize the Lincoln County Humane
Society to deduct a donation from my credit
card of the first of each month:

$10       $20        $50      $________

Please direct my donation towards:

General Shelter Operations

rescueus Campaign

I hereby authorize the Lincoln County Humane Society to 
electronically withdraw from my bank account each month 
for the payment of:
          $10          $20            $50            $_________
          chequing                  chequing-savings

Withdraw date:        1st               15th
Please enclose a cheque marked “void”.

Signature: _______________________________________

I hereby authorize the Lincoln County Humane Society to 
Humane Society to deduct from my credit card on the first 
of each month:          
          $10          $20            $50            $_________

Please charge to my         Visa          Mastercard            Amex
Card #: __________________________________________                                                                        

Exp. Date: _____________________

Signature: _______________________________________

160 Fourth Avenue, St. Catharines, ON L2S 0B6 • T: 905-682-0767 x400 • F: 905-682-8133

LINCOLN COUNTY 
HUMANE SOCIETY

ALL FOR THE ANIMALS - MONTHLY PLANNED GIVING
I would like to support the work of the Lincoln County Humane Society throughout the year by making regular monthly gifts.

Save a Life – Adopt a Pet!
Rick Dykstra, Member of Parliament

61 Geneva St. 
Downtown St. Catharines

905-934-6767 – www.rickdykstra.ca

Pre-Register now at 
www.nationalcupcakeday.ca


