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Cats, cats and more cats. 
The Lincoln County Humane Society (LCHS), like so many other shelters has 
been challenged by the cat over-population problem for many years.

The LCHS is actively working towards solutions. Our recent partnership with 
the Ontario SPCA is seeing thousands of pets neutered annually. With over 
3,000 surgeries performed since last December, prevention is the answer 
and will help control the pet population.

A reduced adoption fee is also part of the solution - this November the LCHS 
became the first shelter in Niagara to offer cat adoptions for $25, indefinitely. 

During a recent weekend adoption event we adopted cats out for $25 and 
saw 134 adoptions happen in those two days. Terrific! However, sadly, within 
a very short time we were full again.

Due to positive feedback from our community we have again reduced 
adoption fees – this program will cost the LCHS over $50,000 each year, but 
it is the right thing to do to save these important lives.

Now we ask you, members of our community, to support the Lincoln County 
Humane Society, and help us continue our important work with your kind 
donation.

Thank you, 
Kevin Strooband, Executive Director, Lincoln County Humane Society
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Faith and Dasher, two of four kittens recently res-
cued by LCHS after being abandoned in a clothing 

donation bin in north St. Catharines.

Canine Mingle
The Lincoln County Humane Society introduced a new matchmaking program 
last year developed by local dog behaviourist Cat Cino. The goal is to increase 
successful dog adoptions, which means matching the right owner with the 
right dog! The colour coded system will help a potential adopter recognize 
the “type” of dog that would be best suited to their lifestyle.

A quick reference of the colour system is that “Red” dogs are active, “Blue” 
dogs are independent and “Yellow” dogs are people oriented. With years 
of experience in animal behaviour, rehabilitation of abandoned pets and 
consulting with frustrated pet owners, Cat Cino focused on the traits that 
seem to fuel the epidemic of shelter dogs.

The trainability, persistence and energy level of the dog are additional 
points to consider when adopting. Along with the size, colour and coat care 
requirements. An honest breakdown of your own lifestyle should be detailed 
before making a commitment! 

(continued on page 4)
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Use LCHS place cards in lieu of favours.  
Check out our cards at www.lchs.ca.

Happy Tails 
The Story of Samantha the Calico 

On Saturday, April the 6th, 2013, an injured stray calico cat 
was brought to the shelter by a member of the public. The 
cat was found roaming free with a collar that had become 
trapped around her expanded pregnant abdomen, and was 
cutting into her skin. The cat was rushed to the hospital for 
an emergency removal of the collar, and to treat the open 
wounds. Because this cat had a collar it was obvious that 
she once had a home that no longer cared for her. Named 
“Samantha” by a shelter staff member, the cat returned to 
the shelter and gave birth to her kittens. It was a miracle 
that they had not been affected by the cat collar that had 
been cutting into their mother’s abdomen. After spending 
two months nursing and attending to her own litter at our 
shelter, Samantha’s kittens were healthy and big enough 
to go up for adoption. They all found their furever homes. 

A few days later our shelter received a litter of kittens that 
were displaced from their mother, and were in desperate 
need of a surrogate mother to nurse them back to health. 
Samantha still had an abundance of milk so we placed 
the new kittens with her, in the hopes that she would 
accept them and nurse them as her own. And she did. 
Without hesitation she took in the new surrogate kittens 
and because of this, they survived and thrived and all got 
adopted a few months later.  Another litter of unweaned 
kittens arrived at our door and Samantha was our only 
hope. She was in good health and still had lots of milk so 
we placed one more batch of surrogate kittens with her. As 
expected, she accepted the new surrogate kittens without 
hesitation and nursed them to be healthy kittens that all 
got adopted. 

After almost six months at the shelter and saving so many 
kitten’s lives, Samantha was put into the adoption room on 
August 22nd, 2013, where she waited patiently without a 
fuss.  Three litters after she arrived, Samantha the calico, 
mother cat extraordinaire,  was adopted by a loving family 
on September 4th, 2013.
 
Britney Boston, Animal Care Technician 

From the Vet’s Desk
Environmentally friendly alternatives can still 
sicken pets

As companies offer more environmentally friendly 
alternatives to toxic cleaners, veterinarians say pet owners 
should keep in mind that what’s green to a human can be 
dangerous -- even deadly -- to animals.

“People expose their animals without even realizing the 
risk,” said Dr. Karl Jandrey, who works in an emergency 
and critical care units at the Veterinary Medical Teaching 
Hospital.

“That’s the most common thing that happens when you 
come to our emergency room -- the clients put their pets 
at risk because they were unaware of how significant the 
damage could be.”

Most household cleaners are safe if used as directed on 
labels, but pet owners who make their own cleansers using 
natural ingredients don’t have the warnings or instructions 
that come with commercial products.

(continued on page 3)

Pinehurst School

10 Seymour Ave.
St. Catharines ON

L2P 1A4

905-641-0993
explore@pinehurst.on.ca 

Pinehurst School  is  a  proud supporter of our Lincoln    
County   Humane   Society,   through financial   
contributions   and   dog  adoptions.
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From the Vet’s Desk (continued from Page 2) 

Cats, for example, can get stomach aches from essential 
oils added for orange, lemon or peppermint scents in 
cleaners, said Dr. Camille DeClementi, a senior toxicologist 
at the Animal Poison Control Center run by the American 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.

Most commercial green products are safe for animals, 
DeClementi said, but owners should still exercise the same 
precautions as with chemical alternatives, such as keeping 
pets away from an area being cleaned, not using sprays 
directly on a pet and making sure that dogs don’t chew on 
the products.

If a product says, “Keep out of reach of children,” keep it 
away from pets too, DeClementi said.

The “green” label on products can be misleading because it 
still can be dangerous, Jandrey added. He cited antifreeze 

as an example. The pet-friendly version of antifreeze, 
propylene glycol, is “still an antifreeze product. It’s still 
intoxicating to patients, our dogs and cats. It’s just not as 
intoxicating as ethylene glycol.”

Extra care also should be taken when cleaning around a 
pet’s area, such as its toys or bedding, the experts say. Don’t 
use fabric softener sheets that contain cationic detergents 
because they will give your pet -- especially cats -- stomach 
distress, DeClementi said, referring to a type of chemical 
soap that kills bacteria.

Such detergents and soaps, normally associated with 
helping to get clothes clean and fresh smelling, can have 
chemicals that can sicken humans and pets alike.  

Sue Manning, The Associated Press

Donate your HBC points.   
To see how go to www.lchs.ca  
and click on “Ways to Donate”.

Canine Mingle (continued from Page 1)

Coming into the shelter with a clear understanding of what 
you would like will make the process much easier and 
successful!  

The three colours have three levels.  They are as follows: 

Red Active Dogs

• Marathon Seekers want to be physically exhausted every 
day! A couch potato will not do. This dog will thrive when 
his needs are met. 
• Adventurers need lots of entertainment, exercise and 
patience! A routine oriented home body is not the right 
home for this dog. This dog’s intelligence and determination 
is often mislabeled as a dog needing to “go to a farm”!
• Life Coaches these dogs require most of your time! A 12 
hour shift worker won’t do for this dog. He would excel in 
obedience, sport or agility style training.

Blue Independent Dogs

• Retirement Seekers want a peaceful existence! An 
obedience enthusiast would not be the right home. This 
dog has minimal expectations and requires that of you as 
well.
• Therapy Dogs need commitment, time and understanding! 
Any lifestyle contrary to this dog’s specifics - will fail. 
Experience isn’t always necessary.
• Silent Partner wants what he wants! The right home 
should be willing to make many sacrifices, be accepting 
and somewhat indulgent.  Generally not breeds designed 
to work, herd, hunt or retrieve!

Yellow Social Dogs

• BFF wants attention and routine! This dog deserves and 
requires the same commitment he is willing to give. A 
pleasant companion.
• Audience Seeker is happy with attention from anyone! A 
delightful dog for most homes.
• Fraternity wants and needs play, companionship and a 
sense of humour. This dog should not go to a boring quiet 
household

Jim Bradley, MPP
St. Catharines

Constituency Office:
2 Secord Drive, Unit 2, St. Catharines, ON  L2N 1K8 

T: 905-935-0018 | E: jbradley.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org

“Make adoption your first option.”
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LCHS Spay/Neuter Clinic
The Lincoln County Humane Society Spay/Neuter Clinic 
opened in December of 2012. Since opening, the clinic has 
already performed 3,241 surgeries. September alone saw a 
total of 348 surgeries. This includes cat spays, cat neuters, 
dog spays and dog neuters. 

Some of the surgeries that the clinic staff remembers 
fondly were six St. Bernards, four Great Danes, and five 
mastiffs. The largest Great Dane the clinic saw weighed in 
at an astounding 154 lbs.

Recently, the clinic neutered a male St. Bernard named 
“Compton” for the rescue group Blue Collard Canines. 
Compton weighed 170.5lbs. Just moving him was no easy 
feat. It took two veterinary technicians, the clinic manager 
and even the executive director to move him around. Clinic 
staff loved Compton who they described as a “very sweet 
gentle giant.” Compton is now adopted to a very loving 
family that loves all 170.5 lbs of him.

On May 11th, 2013, the clinic ran a feral cat day dedicated 
to spaying and neutering the animals of the community. 
The Lincoln County Humane Society funded that day. Some 
of the groups involved were Animal Assistance, Niagara 
Action for Animals, and CAAN. Feral cat day was a large 
success: surgeries on 17 feral cats were completed that 
day. Since opening, the clinic has fixed over 90 feral cats.

Why are spaying and neutering both owned and feral 
pets so important? Pet overpopulation is at crisis levels 
in Ontario. Each year, tens of thousands of dogs and cats 
end up on the streets, where they fall victim to neglect and 
abuse, or in shelters in search of new homes. Spaying and 
neutering can reduce shelter intake and euthanasia. Fixing 
your pet reduces health risks and improves behaviour in 
cats and dogs.

The Lincoln County Humane Society encourages the public 
to spay and neuter their pets. This can directly help reduce 
pet overpopulation to a manageable level that can reduce 
or eliminate the euthanasia of healthy, adoptable animals.

Spaying and neutering are considered routine medical 
procedures performed by veterinarians that prevent 
animals from reproducing. These procedures come with 
many health benefits, including a reduction in the risk 
of developing certain cancers, infections and illnesses, a 
reduction in physical stress, an improvement in behaviour, 
including less territorial marking, destructiveness and 
aggression. Fixed pets are also less likely to roam, reducing 
the risk of injury, accident and loss. 

By spaying and neutering your pet, you can make a positive 
impact on the pet overpopulation crisis and help Ontario’s 
animals have the meaningful lives they deserve. To learn 
more about the importance of having your pet spayed or 
neutered, visit www.fixyourpet.ca.

The Lincoln County Humane Society Animal Clinic is a high 
volume, self-sustaining operation. It’s located at 160 Fourth 
Avenue in St. Catharines.  The clinic is open Monday to 
Friday and one Saturday a month. To book an appointment 
to have your pet spayed or neutered, please call 905-688-
7722. 

To find out important pre and post operative information 
and other important information about the clinic, please 
visit www.spayneuter.ontariospca.ca.

www.cattailcreek.ca



LINCOLN COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY
“Protecting And Caring For Animals Since 1881”

160 Fourth Avenue, St. Catharines, ON L2S 0B6 • Tel: 905-682-0767 • www.lchs.ca

5

LCHS DONATION 
HOLIDAY CARDS 

Unique and thoughtful Christmas Gift Idea
for the Animal Lovers in your family.

Be responsible, make 
sure your pets are 
spayed or neutered!

Rick Dykstra, M.P.
61 Geneva Street
Downtown St. Catharines

905-934-6767
rickdykstra.ca

Councillor Joe Kushner,
a 35 year member of

our Board of Directors,
encourages you to support

the excellent work
by our staff and volunteers

at the Lincoln County
Humane Society

The following is a list of items that our shelter needs.
Through your donations, we can save money by not
having to purchase them.  Thanks for your support!

- Small animal food - Cat Litter
For: Guinea Pigs - Yesterdays' News Cat Litter

Hamsters - Small Cat Beds (Kennel Size)
Budgies - Pelleted Food for Cockatiels
Rabbits - Small Animal Bedding

- Dog Toys/Soccer Balls - Bird Toys & Cuddle Bones
- Squeeky Toys - Small Cat Toys/Cat Nip Toys

- Grooming Scissors - Dog Collars - All Sizes

- Black Pens - Sharpie Markers
- Highlighters - Duct Tape
- 8 1/2 x 11 White Paper - Packing Tape
- Plastic Page Covers - Scotch Tape

- Canadian Tire Money - Pioneer Bonus Bucks
- Zehrs Receipts. - HBC Points

- Bleach - Dish Detergent
- Brooms - Sponges

- Office Supply Stores - Home Depot
- Canadian Tire - Grocery Stores
- Pet Food Stores - Gas Stations

- Good Quality Watering Cans
- Insulated Water Jugs
- Humane Live Catch Cat or Dog Traps
- Batteries, AAA, AA, C, D, or 9 Volts
- Various Hand and Garden Tools

Gift Certificates

Miscellaneous

Animal Food

- Gently Used Carriers and Crates 

Canned Kitten/Cat Pate & Canned Dog Food

Cleaning Supplies

Good Condition Thick Beach Towels for Cat Cages

- Indestructable Dog Toys for Aggressive Chewers

Our Wish list

Animal Supplies

Office Supplies

Redeemable Coupons
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Canada Post shines a light on pet 
adoption with new stamp issue.
Canada Post has been getting creative, and caring.  A new 
series of stamps is called the “Awareness” series.  It features 
two areas in which we can take more social responsibility.  
Namely, caring for children by becoming a Big Brother or 
Big Sister.  And caring for animals by adopting a pet.

The Pet Adoption series offers sheets of five permanent 
stamps for $3.15 and a booklet of 10 
stamps for $6.30.  They feature a Boxer, 
a Great Dane, a tabby-and-white long-
haired cat, a black short-haired cat with 
a little white trim, and a bright green 
Parakeet. They are pictured in cages with 
the doors wide open.  The stamps are 
beautiful, and they carry the message 
“Choose adoption” on each one.

This recognition of the plight of stray, 
abandoned, or unwanted animals, or 
those whose owners face hard choices 
(such as allergies or downsizing to an 
apartment) is heart-warming.  Using them 
sends an important message.  The stamps 

can be found at any Canada Post outlet.  They can also be 
ordered at canadapost.ca/shop. 

The cliché about dogs and the mail used to be the image 
of the dog threatening the postman.  While that may 
still occasionally occur, here’s the chance to change that 
perception of the relationship between dogs and the post.

Give these stamps a good home.  On your letters. Did 
you know?  The LCHS has cared for horses, emus, a gypsy 
moth, a scorpion, owls, tarantulas, lizards, snakes, bats, 
hedgehogs – to name a few – as well as dogs, cats and 
parrots.

Comments or Questions?  Email: lchsmatters@lchs.ca

Our Dog Walking Volunteer Program
We are very blessed at the Lincoln County Humane 
Society to have a strong Dog Walking Volunteer program. 
This is made possible by a great group of volunteers who 
genuinely care about the dogs who come into our shelter.

While we do not actually take the dogs off of the 
property, we do have three large runs for the dogs to 
enjoy their time outside with our volunteers. The dogs 
and volunteers extremely enjoy 
the time they spend outside 
together. 

We do get a lot of great dogs 
that come through the LCHS, and 
each one of these dogs touches 
the hearts of our volunteers. 
We are very excited when a dog 
gets adopted and goes to his/
her new home. While we may be 
sad that we will not get to spend 
more time with a particular dog, 
we are happy to know that they 
are going to a warm and loving 
home to share their love with a 
new family.

Every dog that is available for adoption has been through 
a behavior test. All volunteers are made aware of the 
results of the tests and know what to look for when taking 
a dog out. 

Some dogs that come through our doors may need help 
with their social skills and this is where we as volunteers 
can help a good dog become a great dog. We can engage 
a dog in play and help to develop the skills he/she will 
need to be successful in a home. We can also keep an eye 
for any undesirable traits in a dog and redirect the dog’s 
energy to more positive behaviors to ensure their success.

While we do have a very strong and committed group of 
dog walking volunteers, we are always looking to add to 
our group. If you are interested in becoming a volunteer 
dog walker, please visit our website and fill out an 
application. We would love to have you and I guarantee 
that you’ll love the time you spend with our dogs!

Graeme McLoughlin, Dog Walking Program Co-ordinator

May we place an LCHS coin donation box at 
your retail location? If so please give us a call!
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This holiday season 
consider a “gift to 

the animals” at  
LCHS for that hard  
to buy for person 

and send them  
the charitable  

tax receipt.

The Rescue Animal MP3 Project

Recent scientific studies have proven that the universal lan-
guage of music touches our animal friends.  Specific musi-
cal compositions can help pets cope with common phobias 
such as thunderstorms, household noises and stress.  The 
music can also improve the animal’s health and behaviour.  
Music works powerfully and quickly.

Dr Pamela Fisher, DVM, a holistic veterinarian in North Can-
ton, Ohio founded the Rescue Animal MP3 Project which 
is dedicated to enriching  the quality of life for abandoned 
animals in adoption shelters.  Music arranged to promote 
relaxation and calm behaviour is donated to shelters to 
help the animals cope with stressful housing conditions 
and be more inviting of loving adoptions.

The Lincoln County Humane Society has received an MP3 
player through the Rescue Animal MP3 Project.  The calm-
ing pet music, generously donated by various artists from 
around the world has been  playing in our shelter for six 
months. We are pleased to be able to provide this exten-
sive  variety of soothing vibrational music to our shelter 
animals.  

Rescue Animal MP3 Project music is playing in 740 + shel-
ters across the States and is now just being introduced 
to Canadian animal shelters.  If you know of any other 
non-profit animal welfare groups which can take advan-
tage of the free MP3 player and music provided through 
this project, please direct them the web-site, rescueani-
malmp3.org.
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I hereby authorize the Lincoln County Humane Society to 
electronically withdraw from my bank account each month 
for the payment of:
          $10          $20            $50            $_________
          chequing                  chequing-savings

Withdraw date:        1st               15th
Please enclose a cheque marked “void”.

Signature: _______________________________________

I hereby authorize the Lincoln County Humane Society to 
Humane Society to deduct from my credit card on the first 
of each month:          
          $10          $20            $50            $_________

Please charge to my         Visa          Mastercard            Amex
Card #: __________________________________________                                                                        

Exp. Date: _____________________

Signature: _______________________________________

160 Fourth Avenue, St. Catharines, ON L2S 0B6 • Tel: 905-682-0767 • www.lchs.ca

LINCOLN COUNTY 
HUMANE SOCIETY

ALL FOR THE ANIMALS - MONTHLY PLANNED GIVING
I would like to support the work of the Lincoln County Humane Society throughout the year by making regular monthly gifts.

$3,000 REWARD*
The Lincoln County Humane Society is seeking the assistance of the public in 
identifying suspect(s) or anyone with information relating to a case of cruelty 
to a cat.

On or about July 17, 2013 this cat was shot 4 times with a cross bow, in its 
pregnant abdomen. After emergency surgery the cat was saved, but the kittens 
were lost. The cat was found in the area of Davis Street in Thorold South.

As part of its ongoing investigation the LCHS is interested to talk with anyone 
who may have information that will assist investigators in learning the details of 
this case. Callers may contact the LCHS directly at 905-682-0767 ext 0, or email 
508@lchs.ca or call crime stoppers at 222-tips.

The Lincoln County Humane Society is announcing the Cinnamon Reward Fund.
This fund has been created to assist in finding information that leads to charges, prosecution and convictions of those 
responsible for the abuse to Cinnamon.
*This reward fund now stands at approximately $3,000. All information received is confidential.


